The perceived health risks of cannabis use in an Australian household survey.
Perceived risks of cannabis use have rarely been researched in Australia. This paper reports on the beliefs about the adverse effects of cannabis use on health, social well-being, driving, mental health and changes in cannabis over time. Survey of 918 Australian adults was conducted as part of a quarterly omnibus self-report survey of an established panel. Respondents believed that cannabis use can cause health and social problems, can adversely affect a person's ability to drive a car, can be addictive, and can lead to use of other illicit drugs. They were uncertain as to whether cannabis can cause schizophrenia and depression, and whether cannabis had become more potent over time. Prevention efforts should focus on educating the Australian people about the nature of cannabis-related harms.